[Genetically determined hearing defects in childhood].
20-60% of all hearing disturbances are of genetic origin (own investigations: 30%). The genetically determined hearing disorders are mainly monogen (in most cases autosomal recessive). The detection of heterozygous carriers with normal hearing is very important for optimal genetic counselling. We tried to develop an audiological test for detecting the heterozygous status in autosomal recessive deafness.